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Academic Year 2019-20 

Name of the Program Industry Visit to Varahi Hydro Electric Power Plant  

Date 23-10-2019 

Target Audience Interested students of Mechanical Engineering Branch 

Resource Person  Mr. Kiran N Bhat, Assistant Professor, Department of Mechanical 

Engineering and Mr. Karthik V, Assistant Professor, Department of 

Mechanical Engineering, 

Number of Participants 61 

Industrial visit has its own importance in a career of a student who is pursuing a professional 

degree. It is considered as a part of college curriculum. The objective of an industrial visit is to 

provide students an insight regarding internal working of an organization. With an aim to go 

beyond academics, industrial visit provides students a practical perspective of the work place. It 

provides students an opportunity to learn practically through interaction, working methods and 

employment practices. It gives students an exposure to current work practices as opposed to 

possibly theoretical knowledge being taught at college. 

 

Industrial visit helps to combine theoretical knowledge with practical knowledge. Industrial 

realities are opened to the students through industrial visits. In this concern, Department of 

Mechanical Engineering, under the banner of Entrepreneurship Development Cell, ISTE Student 

Chapter and Yantrika Student Club, has organized an industrial visit to Varahi Hydro Electric 

Power Plant on 23-10-2019. 

 

 



SHRI MADHWA VADIRAJA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT 

A Unit of Shri Sode Vadiraja Mutt Education Trust(R), Udupi 

Affiliated to the Visvesvaraya Technological University, Belgaum 

Approved by AICTE, New Delhi & Recognized by Govt. of Karnataka 

Vishwothamanagar, Bantakal – 574 115, Udupi, Karnataka, India 

DEPARTMENT OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 

Phone : 0820-2589182/183 

Mobile : 74830 31199 

Fax : 0820-2589184 

E-mail : info@sode-edu.in 

Website : www.sode-edu.in 

 

 

Varahi Hydro Power Plant is located near Hosangadi in the Udupi district of Karnataka in India. 

The power project is commissioned in 1993 with an approved and installed capacity of 460 

Megawatt. The type of Hydro Electric Project is major as the capacity is greater than 25 MW and 

the type of Powerhouse is underground. The source of water for the generation of power is 

Varahi River. The power plant is owned by State Government and the operating organization is 

Karnataka Power Corporation Limited. 

 

The Varahi underground power house has two stages with four generating units and is an 

engineering marvel as it is an underground powerhouse built by excavating a huge rock. A huge 

cave with a width of 20 metres and height of 30 metres is built for a length of 155 metres to 

house generation units and related components nearly 78 metres below the ground level. In 

addition to this, nearly a km-long access tunnel has been excavated. Power plant consists of 4 

High Head Pelton Turbines and the capacity per turbine is 115 MW (4 Units x 115MW = 460 

MW). 

 

The team of 61 students accompanied with Mr. Kiran N Bhat, Assistant Professor, Department 

of Mechanical Engineering and Mr. Karthik V, Assistant Professor, Department of Mechanical 

Engineering, visited the plant and gained practical knowledge with the co-ordination of a plant 

Engineer. Students were very glad and expressed their gratefulness to the management, 

Principal, HOD, faculty and staff members for the great support and encouragement. 
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